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Prtasy'er Yor Chirisetsyan Uity celebration this wes=b | oo v Foaimary e
Davao opened our o ves,. 11

l 15 our first taime to enter a Frotestant
Bt Chy and also firet time Lo worship with them, says bthe  tue
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W i.. " Hlﬂd We Tellt « jovy in our hearts. biee WO pastor say=s, |
felt 1t ie always

WoOMG Lo enter a Foman Catholic Chwirolie more
eapecirally srtling or talking to a priest., This is +he I"‘F*:’-'-"Di"l i no
not par ticipate ir Aany ecumenlical movement where FHoman Cabholics
“f."'E_' itnvoelve, One day says the UCCPE Fastor 1 tra weled to E..:u:ia::tfdﬁ Ce
th e t“:v" bus. 1 sat bes Ltie @ man and we talk together., He 1s food to
talb with. He even offered to bring me to the UCCF church an
L«cﬂgﬁ'}-‘al“: Ccrao when 1 told him I don' t krow the place. When the bus
stop for lupnch we sat it the same table when | notice that he
Praved before eating I ask Him what church he belongs he =ss1d he
1% & praiest of the Fomanm Catholic church. So 1 =aid mababait mnaman
Pala ang mga Fari. Then she polnted to one of the praiest who just
shared and said he too 15 & catolico sarado. Yes, both of them, &
priest and & Protestant Fe wstor who once consider themueclves
"sarado” or closed Ml regarding other Christiarns found trem—
selves, together =1nQing, praying and studying God' s Word.

These are just =zome of the wonderful experlences shared during
this weeks praver for Christisn bnity. It is & glowing spark and
small bits of fulfilliment of the wilsh of God for his own people as
he reveaslsd to us through the FPesalmist whern he &mld'”ﬁh. Fow Qood
and pleasant it is when pecple dwell together in Unat B

I. JESUS FPRAYED THAT THE CHURCH MIGHT =E UMITED .

This too, is one of the wieh of Christ for his own discaiples.
and edpressed it in his prayey ase recorded 1n our Gospel Fuﬁdlﬁa.
UﬁlL} among hls own is obvaously somethhing he Fﬂqﬂrﬁcd &8 Supromne
ly important "that thevy may be one". Jesus praved toar unlt? in the
tellowship of believers, for he knew ithe danger of discord that
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= bept lurking its uwgly head within the church from 1ie WETTY
establaishment. yvou remember the dispute which arose among ths
disciples of Jesus because they were arguing apout thelr positions
in the kingdom of God. desire or hunger for postrtions of honor an
the church always braings about disunity.

Faul aleo chided the Corinthiams for they divided the mmd oF
Chrast when each ore of them said, "1 helong to Paul’ or I w .
to fApollos or 1 belong to Feter or 1 belong to Chraist. S0 h
strongly wrote in I cor. 1:10, "1 appeal to vou, brethren, by b
name of owr Lorg Jesus Chraist, that &1l of vou agres and ths
there be no {leEE{*ﬁElmﬂE among youw, but that you be united i t
came mind and the same judgment.”

This prayer of Jesus bhecomes even more meaningful as we admit
that the church of ouwr time i1s obviouwsly not united. Diz RUED N R
the chief characteristic of the church both in broad and specific
Ccases, e see hur*:c;tr“ErdEa of denominations, some boasting that are
“Hie ol o true churoh., Ble mleo see local crivwrches that FrEis el os

iittle more than ar m&:-d Camps, One groupn agernst the other. BEven an
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ther Szmtr denominat iopo

come churches are divided by bl btarness.
delzated,

_ and personality contliote,

Surely . nowever, when (hristians have that dezire 10 = e p
unlty . od 9 Hoty Sprrit will do her pert. fabe Tor @ amp!®s
Foinania Davao was surpriced to see the Worldwide Lhurch of Flels
participating during this week ot prayer for Chrastuan Unity. We

&, E2 0 H,_aea the fruxte of the unity being pursued by Fornonia Deavad.
be praised God for 1t.

{1, WE MUST BE UNITED THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE.

Jesus forekiew this kind of human division. He knew that &

divided faith had mothing to offer to & divided world. This means
that we should set a unmited Christian commuriity as owr highest
praicority.

St. Faul draws a picture of the kind of umity that the Church
0f Christ should be. He cays in verse 12 of 2 Cor. Lo "for Just =&
the body 1= one and has many members, and &ll the mempbers ot the
body, though many, are one body, s0 it s with Christ” and i VeESsSE

b S

S27 he says, "Now you are the body of Chraist and individual menbercs
of 2

Now 1T we look at our body, we see in amxzement at the urnrty
that exist and works 1in our human body.

e all bnow that no jealousy exist among the members of the
huaman body. It 12 said that the hano 1e the @ost useful of the
muman bhody. We uvsually say when we need help, “bive @& & hand
nlease.” "Lend me & hand please.” We do not say, glve e 3 Mose .,
or give me an eye or a foot. The hands helps every other members
af the body. When you want food to be put 1n your mouth., you call
on the hamd. It 1s the hand that first come to protect youwr &yes.
[+ 12 the hand that is called to scratch the rtoches  at youy Cack .
ro button vour shart, te put on your shoes, comb vour hzir, brush
vour teetih, carry your graoceries, eto.

The hand 1e indeed very useful and important. &g vet the band
does not take so much prade in i1is amporlance, angd does not say Lo
the foot, "1 have no need ot you.’ The hand realices that he
cannot carvy the grocerigs without the help % the feet, nor 11nd
the groceries Yo be carried without the help of the eyes. Yes, the
and 1S wery important ard vyet the other menhers of the boedy do
not try to be the Farmd. & working praincaple that binds themn Lo-
gerher is that Yall the members of the bkody need one another at
oRe Lbime oF another. Each one 15 important. Each has 1te own
plE’-CE:'.

Thue it is in our church, the body of Christ. Each one s@mber
of the church is usetul ard rmportant to the other members and ta
the whole church at one time or enother. Therefore, fays Paul o we
muet o &ll strive for unrty Tthat there may be 00 discord an the
hody ., but that Fhe membeys ay Dave the same care TOr one
aﬁﬁfﬁer”{f.ﬁﬁ}. Thersfore, 1t there 1e drsenity N our cieunoh, we
chould et about bringing wnity. [T owe every truly set our hearbts
o o this tasiy We Wil ) be o under standlia) L0 oy Tadginen t ., oy e
caretul i Our e e 3k 10y arncd more tolerant i ouy at Lytudes  whid
Mo Sindcere Mt Oul mraver s Tar ke Cbher Chrastian. U top OF
211, we must car st ly desire Lhe Taore earelent way " the way of
tove. | | f _
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v 1t rt ; thj 1R Of reconcilia brom. It 12 one of the commission of
o e ‘ _ _
QUE IRSTitRLIon in Mindanao. One party said,vou may be soed L0

e gem o S | |
COUFt, YOUr words mayvbe be used againts vouw, yow may faced possi-
ble damages orF he | '

imprisoned. bhen the Bishop spoke ap, he d=-
clared that there had - e e

] o _ beer words used that are foreaagn to the
anguage of the Christian church. such

as  “heing zued 1int couri,
ot [V oy n e
damages. etc., The words that

shemid b8 Flbemisme g should have the FI?EJE-;‘E Lmpact Ei":u{m_ifif
S —“*:. TS ”--v'?j OrQilveness and .].‘:w.se-.. I hie c::f:h&r CEP LY WAaS
at prepared tor this process of serlving the problem. they 21s9
hawz-l SR Weapon againts 1t. 80 repentance, forgivenese and love
wan'uhe dag for the United Methodist church.

r“:: We Qive wmporltance with bringimg unity in ouwr church denomi-
nation, let us remember alsw that we are members of the Church
Uriversal. There i1s only one body o Chrst, though there are @many
dennominations. we must seek unity among the many parts of Chrast
body ., and relate with other Chrietian believers in love, "that tihe
world may believe.,”

Foinonia Davao, & forum for christian urity in the city., sets
the erample and leads the way. Who are the memnbers of Hoinonia
Davao: the RC , LCF, IF1I, wCCk, FEC , UMEC, 5A. (described escoh
and the cauvse of their division). Mow the leaders of these church—
€5 are meeting once a wonth for fellowship,. sharing, Hible study,
pravyers and a meal. Gone are the hatred, ranmcor and negative
prejudiced. 1t 1= replace by tolerance, desire tor
love. With these spirit we were able to joined 10 & Eapir"j_'t+_tal
retreat, carcling for the concerns of the group. and wen &
givirmg gifts at gravahan Matina. It 1e alzo an this ':'“E*I._H'_+""fi.
of fTaith and love that Bishop and archbishops, Pastors ano o7
deaconesses and sirsters have build oraidge of unlty
CONCEern.
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Grohbishop Capalla promieed to brang to the attention of FVK
the case of a grouwp of mative Methodist in Flamba being driven
af their ancentral lands.

The UCCPE bhas offered anmd rz strll oftering the services ofF
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aout

their Foundabtion to 21l the members o7 the Foinonla Davao churahes
for Eve Catarsct Uperatiaon, & vearound program at o a very very
mimimmal cost and alse their coming operation samile, plastic

SUOQeEry  Tar r":q-‘:::--m:]c:: arnd other operaticrnn on the Tzoce.

The FIC aleo is offering theily sewing livelihood training
DEOGERm, TrEee. |

be zlen ssxid. that our children and vyouth program are girds
to help psople rega rdless of thelr denamication. Durvey savs that
we cater mostly to Homaf Catholice, and azsured them our only
desire is to nurture them that they may grow to Christian aaturyi-
ty.

COMOLUSION: Brothers and sisters we are Linked together i Davao
city with the cther meEnbers of tThe body of t Friet . The best oo -
fribution to Chraistian un vby by our church 1s Ttivet and Toremast
Yhe reconciliation of persons to Chrrasb, and thsn the oy tare Lo
Chricstiadn maturiiy O £  thewse Christbrarn commumaty,  and laztly o
by ld a strong United Pet haadiet clawoh fram whinoh we o an

share *o
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Fhe laraer Ghiristian Cominurd by the thangs thatl we have tor the
homor atd alory of {3 (1 .




