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FACING A NEW YEAR DF LIFE
Joshua 1:/7-9

Int. I will not dwell on the importance of thanksagiving for | <€ bhat
you are full of it. You have considerably answered the Foalmiah
question when he said: "What shall 1 render unto the Lord for all His
hgneflts towards me? He answered his guestion by saying: " | will thany
Him in the assembly of His people., yes; 1 will praise Him." Hence Wwe
are all today. |

What I will bring therefore is the Word of the ' ord to our celebrants
as they fa;e a new opportunity, and new challenge of thelr own lives.

Out text transmit to us the promise of the Lord: a promice of sutCcess
and happiness. It 1is however a conditional promise. The background of
our text pf lsrael given the promise but never reached the frontier God
had dea;gnated for them because they did not meelt the divine
requirememts. So if the people of God fail- to realize their objectives

it is not because God has failed them but hecause they have failed bLod.
God always fulfills his promises. BGod never walks out on his promises

or lets us down. Many times WE wonder why life has not reallized 1ts
abjectives. In such moments it i1s so easy to blame God. The reason for
1ife's untrealized goal 1s found in the fact that we have not fulfilled

the conditions,

What are these conditions?

T

1. First Condition: RE STRONG.

Mam must play his part. There are some things God does not accomplish
without the cooperation aof man. Life 1is a two way strest. God will 7
Hig part, but man nust also have & part in the fulfillment. It 1s eas:
+tp leave it all with God and then wander why nothing COmES of it.

The word BE STRONG may meaf make every exertion towards the
fulfillment of the objsctives., It also means r be determine and noe
weakened in your resolve. When God lead to something He .wants you t

accomplish do it witth all your might and not slackened.

h  gecond Condition: TURN NOT. The phrase here iz this: "Turn not Tro
it to the right hand or to the lett, rhat yow may have qood sSUuCcEs
wherever you go.’ in the context 1t means ijsrael must have toteo
obedience to the law of the Lord. Fer obedience to the Law always pays
in the lonhg ©un. Here inm the case of these three young and Dromislie
children of the L ord this phrase means twa things: Une 1s that you M=

ot turne away Trom the gurdance of the Lord. Secondly, when God ask o

to accomplish something don' t stop Nor change it to something you thio

it bettocr. There are many that 1 krow who change course only to faim
cut that they were just a ftew steps to suctess. Their turn aao
brought them back to where they Lame from, Of delayed them which W
VEFY costly. Say with Faul when You fare an ascending and S EemLrd .
mountalnous goals: "1 can do all things through Christ who strengthen

me .

There must De NO Fesitation on your part, bu

= Third, BE NOT AFRAID.
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be aetermine to do God’ s

Will 1n your own life. You must give your 5

CDmD}EtEL? to the completion of your oblective, Fhe fundman>ba

HEgLE remervs; e Dk You shall be a man of faith who will dare o

ventuwre even 1n the face of the impossaible. You must act zs 1f yo nave

nothing to lose and live as i+ nothing can throw you out, You just faoe

your task and your goal with the assurance from Jesus Christ, 1in Mk
s "Rl things are possible to him that beleivee, "

L.

CONCLUSION: The the reaszon why we should_ hesitate to do the *threoe
reguirements in order to achieve the geal bod has given to you 1s based
on the promise of higinafailing presence:"The Lord your God 1s with vou
wherever you qo." Here is the promise. 1t means that God rever fails
these who do not fail him. When 1ife tumbles out of nowrere 1into OB 1rg
God comes with 1t. When man begains his journey down the river cof time,
God does not abandon him. Throughout the whole of l1ife of Gr-d' =
chaildren comes the assurance: "Lo 1 am with you ailways" Mtt, 28:20.
This means also that alwavs underneath and roundabout are Ged =
everlasting arms. For we never make our way alone through the world.
Faces may change and conditions may alter, but God 1z the same

yesterday, today and forever. He keeps an eternal vigilance and stand
guard over our life.

Thus our task and objiectives may seem imposeible whern God is left cut,

but when we live with the awareness of His presence there are ng
impossibles.

BE STRONG, BE DETERMINE AND TURN NOT, BE COURAGEOUS, FOR GOD 1S WITH
YOU WHERVER YOU 01




