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ijg the celebration On;Jggg °n the subject of the "Lost Holiday" that

d by the ear 2Ty 6, The Day of E hipany. This was celebD-~
g t d ghurCh AR to cCommemorate tge girth of Jesua and
Enificance

rated as ¢ was deminished when Dec. 25 was then
celeb - birthday of Jesus, However, the Greek and Eastern

on Jenuary 6. liday, thus, they celebrate Christmas

ou 1o reflect
import . eCt on the message of the heroes
of tha . e varistian h°1id83, the socalled W§se-Men. If we are

' for her
lgggénge an 1nvgt:£1ggg§ christian faith, the example of the wise-men
- °F U8 to model our Christian faith this year.

They were wise, and T would
again g they were heroes of the
christian faith! How coylg this be! fﬂ% us gonsiger together.

men s
that vision that/BBRCR: They were excited bout it, thus they acted
on 2 what th ¢ 1o them. It is conceivable that others may
have seeked the °Y saw. In fact the story of Matthew proves, when
Herod &s ity tﬁl‘-iest 11 they knew about it, where will it happen,
the Prlgg be 'njBe learned of Jerusalem told Herod that the child Dbe
born Wil nof }th,ethlehem. This means that the religious leaders of
the J6W18d talh kn@W'about this vision, but they were not excited nor
1nte?68t3b g .:ve 1t happen. In fact they were indifferent, they did
nothing &bout 11. That is why these religious leaders lost to history

while thex wise men gre remembemiyear after
. ear and m sermon and
messages were given about their vison and fégth. %

They were wisg because they acted on the vision, and more so that
they pe?severed.tll; 1t happen and fulfilled. It waé not easy for them
to realized thelr vision. They had to deligently search and study the
scriptures and the movement of the stars. It took them two years of
study and Jjourney together to realized their vision. In fact they were
not ashgmed to ask Herod and the religious leaders for helped about
the vision they saw. Now if if you heard the story of the fourth wise
men which I spoke few'year'back, you will find out another wise-men
spent longer tolreallzeq that same vision of worshipping the King of
the Jews. He was late with his apmintment of the other men and so he
has to follow. The unfortunate things was that hindrance after hindrance
came his way, that it took him 35 years, to catch up with Jesus. When
he saw him, he had already spent all his gifts and much Jesus was already
hanging on that cross. It took a life time, but he realized his vision.

Do you have a spiritual vision given ®n you by the Lord? If you
have, you are blessed! But let me ask you, what are doing about it!
Are you acting on it for its realization! The religious leaders gé
that time also saw the vision seen by the wisemen but they were/ .ﬁe-
rested nor exceited worse they did not act on it. They lost the vision
and they missed the blessings. Let me tell you of a vision'delgyed but
realized at the end. I had a classmate at UTS named Mr. Tsim Lim. He
was & chinese and aretired businessman. When he was a boy, he I}aq a
dream which had become a vision to him to become a Pastor to minister
thg the growing chinese population in the Philippines. But he was so
poor that he could not afford to pay his high school fees. He had to
to work as a janitor and later-on waiter at the Ken?ucky Frlgd Chicken
in Metro-Manila. For him it was a struggle for survival, until through
nard work and persistente he rose to become the manger of that same
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Kentucky Fried Chicken, and later was able to buy the franchise of

' the Kentucky Fried Chicken Phil, Bissv?sign wasuiot lost, when he
became 50 years, he turned over the management of his company 10 his

children, and came to UTS, the oldest Bacherlor of Divinity Degree
student. We graduated at the same time, he is serving at one of the

| chinese chu?ches in metro-Manila. A vision delayed by time and circums-
tances but 1is realization was the crown of his life.

Secondly, the men were wise, and become hemroes of the faith, because
they realized the importance of worship. They were not there to see
and talk, they were there to worship. Because they gave EXXRXIXYX
priority to worship, time nor distance were not a hindrance. Not even
work and thel? profession hindered them to fealized the worship they
had.be?n 1ﬁgggﬁg.f0r. Christian history tells us that heroes of the
Chrlstlan/ given the same importance to worship. For what is the
meaning 0f worshif It is the orientation of life God-ward. It is coming
just @s We are with our limitations, failures, confusions, doubts, fear,
griefs, and sins, and turning ourselves Godward, seeking his cleansing,
his light, his love and his direction. Consider yourself and reflect
what could be the re$§§Q why we missed worship? Of course you may named
a number of them. I/ toyou these reasons are important, but if
you dig deeper could it be that the main reason is that you lack the
importance OI worship in your life? (Illust. A person required to work
on Sunday, requested Her boss to have her rest day on Sunday..... .)

Thirdly ,These men were wise and become heroes of the Christian

faith because they knew the importance of their gift to the work
of the kingdom of God.

They did not come to worship empty handed. In fact the wisemen had
prepared thelr gift before starting the journey. These men offered
themselves first, then their gold, frankinsense and myrrh. That is
money and moeny's worth. In fact these three gifts were all in support
to Christ mission work. The gold wWkIRRXREXYXERXXEEREXZEXZILtxLfixted I
believed was used by his parents for his needs and scholarship to pre-
pere him in the ministry. The Frankincense was used as a perfumee in
temple worship and sacrifice- to signify his priesthood for all of us.
The myrrh was used to embalm the bodies of the dead, thus such a Bift
signifies his death as a sacrifice for all. In short all the gift
given by the wisemen were in support to the mission and ministry of
our Lord. Their presence as foreigners at the girth of Jesus and their
gift made the early church realized that Jesus Christ is not king of
Jews but also Lord of all. If they were not there and if they have
not given their mission support, Christianity may remain asjust a local
gect of the Judasim, and Jesus Christ a local god of the Jews. Beeause
of their presence and their gifts, we are Christian today! In short
their gift were given but it was used to convert their kind to Jesus,

gentile like us.

Do you have a spiritual my friend? If not just yet, catch 1t on,
liten He may be speaking to you, but you have not been listening. When
you have it, what are you doing about+ it? Have your worship and gifts
become an instrument to make it happen®

consider this and reflect: A study revealed that an average sevently
year old man has spent 24 years sleeping, 14 years working, 8 years in
amusement, 6 years at the dinner table, 5 years in transportation, 4 yrs.
in conversation, three years in education, and two years 1in studying and
ig other 4 years were spent in other miscellaenous pursits. Of tho:
,, he spent 45 minutes in church on Sundays, and 5 minutes were

%0 prayer each day. This adds up to a not all impressive total
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gven if this man gad b 0 God over the 70 years of his

oy attended
sunday school and three ¢ a faithful churchgoer who

ne hour d have spent only
one year and nien month ip Churchlg)er week, he woul p

If you have a question abo : ' it down and
gigure out how you have bee ut the above arethmetic,

n usi our time. How large a portion
o{ itnigo§°£agh1§88 rzlated to Ggg;yor to the realization of the p
visio glven to you? Wn ercise, ponder
what Jesus said: "What é%od en you finished this ex y D

will it be for a man if he gains the
whole world, yet forfeits his soul?..(Matt., 16:26)

my brother and sister! 1998 may be a God given

P with your lost opportunities of realizing
has given unto you!

The three wisemen mey be a model and a challenge for us to follow!
We can start right now! iii 




