WHAT 70 THANV FOK AFTER 30 YEGRS OF SERVICE?
Fealms 116, Luke 17:11-19
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a month and some mfrt{ﬁf¢Ct$ UH-VEhiC1EE' He inspect about Lo JETIh?ﬁ.
a cadillac and ﬂfmm 1-he Inspections are unusual. One morring h::? Shopre
on the job four E.. ( SEVE}taI h{:]gf;,, or pigs in the back seat, "1°d ?“r'r
There were b _‘f’ ars at that time, and 1 thought 1'd seen e*-xer“'*/'thlﬁ'i;;-
looked 1ik 19 clumps of mud as brg as your fist all over the car. 1L
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Ery." When the owner of the car was asked if he thougn®

1t was a bit o4
trahge bt o ‘ 3 : & e * — B
. . el e haulin pigs i a new Cadilttac, N©
answered,"If i+ W en 9 Y

Cadillac." 't for all my pigs, I would not be able to drive =

% to give credit to whom credit is due for
- -N o and as an individual Christiaen. It has beern =
ver that many are timid to express their gratbte-
50ns concern. Like an experience of a widow whd
d hours in the factory and at home raising her
lay exhausted and emaciated on her deathbed.

Around he_ﬁtamd the four of them, now grownup men and woemen. he
eldest son, in tears, said to her, "Mother, you have always been so

good and kind to us. We want to thanks vou. we're so proud of you.”

the mother opened her e
to tell me that? vYou
and died.

yes and asked, "Why have yvou waited so laong
never sald so before." She turned her head away

It may be that we are really grateful but we don't know how to e
press them. Like the Fesalmist asking himself, "What shall 1 render untc
the Lord for all His benefite towards me?" The Psalmist was eriligthensd
by the inspiration of the holy that he came to the conclusion ans
answered his own guestion: "1 will offer a sacrifice of thank offering]
to God and call on the name of the Lord. I will fulfill vy vows to the
Loro in the presence of His people, and in the courts of his house I

will praise the Lord.” How is that compared to our thanksgiving todas™
Does 1t come near!

It 158 however to admit that even Christians have short memories, nmir
like the Fealmist who said: "Praise the Lord, oy soul and do rnot forge:-
fiow kind he 1s” (Fs. 103:2). Oftentimes, we forget God' s kindness to us
when our hearts are hardened by the cares and fleeting Jjoys of life. ue
bhelieve that Godft ie good ang fTaithtul, vyvet we have to admit that thac |
is a harsh and cold wotrld we are living in, 50 we feel that EGMEtiME%;
we have nothing to thank God for. '

It was said that the late Hishop Jose Valenciz always found some-
thing to thank God even in bad timese. One stormy @morning & membeEr oF
hie congregation thought,"0Our today will have nothing to thamk God on
wretched morning like this. But Fastor Valencia during his thanksgiving
:prayer csaids"We thank Thee 0O bGod, that 1t is not always 11}::_&3 TS
Such a spirit was exhibited by the Rev. Samuel Wesley when he found cut
brat all hie children were saved from the that fire ravaged all thear
properties , he cried out i Joys"Come neighbors! Let us kneel down'!
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Let us aive thanks tp God!

H i ' 1dren. Let
the house go. I e has given me all my eight chaldr

am rich encugh".

Indeed, God deserves . o |
| our hi Sgi bous pravse
and thank God for iyt 1ghest thanksgiving and so le [

=nd women d ing. Let us consider teoo that their are @D
= . : . e
to brin }fﬁ *NEtitutions who have been channels and instrument of BGod

* g‘ 15 grace and blessings to us. It is possible that without

dience Gopd blessings may not have come on time ke
bring relief ang strength to us. Let us thank them too.

Now how shall we thanl ' v i | | -
: God t harik d everyday” Let
us look at the ways: his thanksgiving Day and everyday

1. Let us begin With simple things of our days, fresh air to breath
and conl water tpn drink, '

. « the taste of food, and the simple fact that we
are alive today.
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‘ ~el us bring to mind all the warmth of humankind that we have
hn;wn— Our mothers arms, the strength of our father, the playmates of
childhood, the best friends that walked with us, the stories ga&ine

&k
from the lives of many days gone by, the tears we have shed and seen
t

ﬁfmm _"Ialﬂpinesc_:, and sorrow and the twinkle of eyes remindling us
lite 15 sweet;y
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3. NOow we recite the messages of hope at the crossroad- the smile of
approval thaF holds the reign of our destiny, the whisper in the hear®
when temptations were fierce, the message of courage from & friends

letter or from the book called the Hible, these and to all them, our
thankss

4. we look at things as huge heaps for cur disposal, our satisfaction
and lite. Many and most of the thinges that we are enjoyving are heritags
from the past and our forbears. Many of us are still living from the

house and lot bought and built by ouwr parents or grandparents. Many of

- us are still supported and our subsidized by the real properties whic

x
were the fruibts of our glders sweat and blood. The freedom that we have
everyday, are not & heritage we should be thanksful of.

2. Mow the faith that we now hold dear meant more than life can
becstow. The church workers whose dedication and courage touched ths
hearts of our ftoreparents, by whose faith we now have today. The
church workers and lay leaders of this church for the past 30 yvears
. have written by their blood of faith the history amd life of this
congregation which we now enjoy today.

6. lastly but not the least the people around us today who brings
help and inspiration to us in many various ways that is making our life
worth living. They maybe the closest to ouwr hearts- our sspouse, ouyr
children, cur parents, and our sweethearts. They mavbhe our co-worbkerec,
our friends, our neighbors, meabers of ow fellowship, and or casual
traveler on the way. We owe them s much, that we must feel under
compuleion to give thanks for God’'s glory and to bring insplration for
those persons whose lives and good deeds brought abundance to many.

Though thankegiving is strictly a voluntary attitude, a choice we
have to make, yvet it produces Joy as we learn to appreciate that whaich
we receive in dally blessings. Thamkegliving is actually giving, so when
we do it, it teaches us to share. thus in multiplied ways, our grati-
tude spille over into the lives of those around us, and, like evivthing
contagious, begins tol be seen 1n others.

"




50 by God's grace and bv s 2 b
Fealmist, the tenth Liunn~} is help, let us take the challenge of L

and  Qur = imeelf on the night he
was betraved took Lord Jesus himself on : r1ah

the bread and the cup s 5} o1 mer
- _ “ : p and gave thanks. Let us J01NE
the words and spirit of the hymn that beacons us, saying:

Now thank we al} ouy

30d with hearts and hands and voices:
Who wondrous thing s

it ¢ hath done in whom His world reloloes
x moour mothers’ arms hath blessed us on our wavy,

With countless gift of love, and still is our today!
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