WHAT 'S 50 AMAZING ABOUT GRACE?
Heb.4:163 2 Cor. 12:

int. "Amazing Lrace, How Swest the So

y o0 urid, That saved & wretch like
me .

this 1s one of the most popular and loved by of our cen-
tury. The theme is the Grace of God! The Kible mentions grace 1/0
times in 1a9 different references. Grace is first mentioned ir
FEfE‘fEHCE to Neah, whose life was spared as the result of God's
gracious favor. Faul, however, sprinkled the word throughout his

letters. He used the term 5% times in his letters describing how
great a debt the church has to the grace of God.

Now, what 1= so amazing about grace to deserved much emphasis in
the Holy Scripture?

The words in the Hible translated arace is one used of kings and
emperors who treated their subject with undeserved kindness or

blessing. The same concept apply to the way in which the Creator,
the Lord of the universe treats His subjects. Grace has to do with
what bod has done for us, undeserving as we are. Yes, Grace 13 &

theclogical concept. But in simple terms. grace means undeserved,
and unmerited favor.

Mercy is not getting what we deserve, while grace is getting what
we don’'t deserve. A child caught taking candies from a candy jar
may not receive spanking- that’'s mercy: but the gift of more

candies than a child could eat in a lifetime is what grace is
~about.

»

& simple but good detfinition of grace is an acrostic based on the
letters, G-R-A-C-E—-, God's riches at Christ' s expense.

Jesus ' appeal to the common fold was not the re=sult of stirring
messages o hell, Judgment, or condemnaticon: these were resevesd
primzrily for the religious leaders of the day. Hather, Jdesus
enoke of the compelling allure of tender, Torgiving grace.

His stop at & Samaritan well, His mercy to an adulterous woman,

His fregquent dinners in the homes of outcasts, all testify of His
ministry and message of grace.

Jobn wrote: "God did not send the son into the world' to judge the
world, but that the world should be saved through Him."{Johnid:17).

God is a just God, but His justice was satistied by the death of
Christ on the cross, the supreme display of bod' s grace. Certainly
there is & hell, but it is ococupied only by those who refuse God's
oftfer of grace.

Do vou understand the significance of this truth? 1t was grace
that transformed you from sinner to saint, that delivered vou from
death to life, that transferred you from the kinadom of darkness
to the kingdom of light. And 1t 1s the very same grace in which
you live today. |
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apart. from the grace of God in Christ
1y meaningful. You can
intimate fellowship with the Bavior,
your inheritance. you need
the dinner table.
every affalir of every day.

Once your faith is placed in Christ's
for eternity, grace envelops you.

your failures are never permanent. There always is & second chance
with grace. Yqu can change. The walle and harriers of past conduct
or present sins are shattered by the power of God's grace. A

socond chance 19 what arace 1s all about because you Hhave been

jinstified by God, cleared of &1l guilt, and reconciled to a per-
sonal relatlionship with Jesus Christ.

and you receive His life
vou live in a sphere of grace.

Grace is (God's kindness and graciocusness toward huwnanity without

regard to the worth or merlt of thCJE"sF' who recelive it and without
their deservaing.

Grace ceases to be grace if God is .compelled to bestow it in the
presence of human merit. In the same way, grace ceases to be grace
if God is compelled to withdraw it in the presence of human demer—

it. Grace is given solely according to the infinite goodness and
spveriegn purposs of God.

L

Though it cost the Father the death of His son, you cannot pay Him
back. Grace is & free gift. You cannect barter with Him. You carnnot
manipulate Him. There is nothing you could do to earn God s grace

before you were saved, and there is nothing you can do to merit 1t
NOW -

Grace., however, does not give us & license to sin. 8in still has
distasteful conseguences. However, the person who lives under
grace obeye God from a heart of delight and devotion. Just the
awareness of God's grace motivates him to holiness. It stirs him
to worship and adoration. It energize him fTor service.

Grace is the loving hand of God extended to raise up every believ-—
cr who =tumbles. 1t is the compassicon of god that comforts every-
cne who feels lonely and rejected. It 1s the power of God that
custaine and strengthens the weary and wounded.

Trere iz mo enrd to the grace of God. It heals, Torgives, laoves,
accepts and gives without measure. This 1is why when Faul talk
about God's grace he speaks in laviash tones. "God 1s able to make
all grace abound to you' 2 oocor. Yrg.

Thuse grace is like a multifaceted diamond. Gne.: facet of grace 1is
the help that allows Us +e endure when bad things happens. It 1s
grace which touches your 1ife and lets yvou smile when the clouds
are dark and gloomy. Grace Lrings a fmeasure of cheerfulness whern
you are in deep waters financially, and vou wonder where your next

meal  is coming Trom.
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. yOu can do nothing eternal-
Nnot triumph over the power of sin, enjoy

. or experience the riches of
grace in the kitchen. You need grace at
you need grace in the office. You need grace 1in
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God = atrace 1s sufficient.

| - It is sufficient for z11 yvour needsg
1t is sutficient vegardless of the severity of any one need. fhe

Iaraelite*ﬂ never exhausted God's supply of manna. It was always
there to be gathered every day for forty years., and you will never

exhaust the supply of God' < arace. It is always el\there every day
Tar |

you to apprapriate as much as you need for whatever your need
1S« _

Faul had & lot Ff experience when it comes to bad things happen-—
s e - = ) i :
ing. He wrote: "We are hard pressed on every side but not crushed;

perplexed, but not in despair: persecuted but rot abandoned:

struck down but not destroved” 2 cor. 4:8-9. We would say, He was
down but not out,.

Eyt what is it that made the difference?” It was
the grace factor which brought him comfort and help.

Now our text invite us to approach the throne of grace. In doing
50 However, we must remember that rhe only door to the throne of
through Jesus Christ. Bood works will not save or keep
yow. Unly grace, veceived by childlike faith, saves and zanctifies
you. The cross of Christ is the foundation of agrace, and trhe

Ferson of Christ is the only mediator of grace. You c&nnot find
grace anywhere else but in Christ and His cross

gQrace 1S

Grace 13 s0 amazing! This is the testimony of the author of this
hymn, Jobhn Newton., |

He was a child of a broken family. 6 school drop out.
er fraom the British MNavy. fAn

life described as wine,

& desert—
exconvict., £ slave trader.He live a
Wwomen, and money.

Inspite of his unworthainess., God has not forgotten him. God
converted him, uwsing his fear of death during & terrible storm at
sea. He studied theclogy. but the BHishop of the diocese refused to
ordained because of his past. When the Bishop ordaxned him sTter
several yvears of waiting, e was appointed to & forgotten village.
dohrn Newteon found a meaningful and suwccesstul ministry,

for now he
realized that God had plucked him

from life of misery and shame,

1t was God's grace, amazing grace that did 1it.

My friend, God’'s grace is all you need, and 1t is enough.
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bod & people have enemies. The nation of Israe Was otten at-
tacked by enemies: the pirophets arcused the c:m::c:eaiticm Gf  wrine -
lieversy even the ear 1y L:hL.tr"c.t“s expeErienced attack from religious
recple. 1t 1s impossible to EECape Gpposition once yow have made
vour stand for Christ,

We must keep in mind that our enemies are tog ise of the rexl enemy,
Satan. raul =zaid: "For ocur strugole is not againts flesh and
Dloed, but againts the rulers, against the powers, against  the
wiorld torces of this darkrmess, against the sRpitritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly place"Eph.b:15. Mo Liyeiing that the
people who oppose we are only being used vy the devil enables us
toe love them and pray faor them as Jesus commandeod s £
do.Mtt.S:435-43.

Sometime an enemy suddenly comes upon us (Fs, 27217} and zxt ot her
times, the enemy sets uap camp and begins a long seige {(v.3). David
e hile foese as wild bheast. stalbking him an order to eatr haim o,
their very hresth was cruaslity (v 12, But he was riot atraid, for
les conTigences was in God.

"I this T owill be contfident” he cried ocut. "In the Lord who 1o iy
light., salvation and strength!t”

Mow light is & signaticant symbol of God, Tor bBod is compared to
the cunibPe.84211) ., which 18 the souwrece i life For ooy wortd,
Frnemics like to attachk at maght and catch ws off guard, but 17 we

are walbking 1 the light, they will tail,

RHecause God i our lighic, H@ v oty salvation. Salvatbtionm im the (OT
weually refers bo deliverance from physical danger, bul bhe spir-
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